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Tetragonula carbonaria and T. hockingsi, (Apidae: Meliponini) are the two most common stingless 
bee species in Australia both in the nature and in managed hives. They are increasingly being used 
for pollination of horticultural crops but their propensity to forage on crops is unknown. We 
determined the foraging preferences of these two species on five crops, macadamia, avocado, 
lychee, blueberry and strawberry. We surveyed 46 hives situated in 12 orchards each visited twice 
during the flowering season. Of the 7 128 bee checked, 20% foraged for pollen, with the majority of 
the remaining collecting nectar. The 603 bees checked carried pollen of 39 species. 98% of these 
bees carried pure pollen loads. The overall number of individual bees foraging on the target crop 
was 52%. This varied between species, being highest on macadamia (85%) and lowest on blueberry 
(12%). Tetragonula carbonaria was more strongly oriented to foraging for pollen on macadamia and 
lychee but Tetragonula hockingsi was more oriented to strawberry and perhaps also avocado. The 
presence of attractive flowering plant species affected fidelity to the target crop. It was not possible 
to reliably determine the foraging sites of the nectar foragers. This may not be a major limitation of 
this trial as these foragers are probably not important in pollination. These results demonstrate that 
the majority of pollen foragers from introduced hives of these two species of stingless bees will visit 
the target crops.
